The patient's appearance can be dramatically enhanced as a result of orthognathic surgery. However, esthetic contouring of the mandibular body portion is often overlooked in the surgery. Restoring a more beautiful jaw line is important and directly affects surgical results. From December 2010 to February 2012, we performed mandibular body contouring for the slimming of the third lower part of the face in 37 patients who had undergone either 1-jaw surgery or 2-jaw surgery. The third lower part of the facial contour was improved in all the patients after at least 3 months follow-up. Mandibular body contouring is a simple method that can be additionally used for the slimming of the third lower part of the face in patients who require orthognathic surgeries. It makes the lower face look more attractive from both the anterior and lateral perspectives.
Introduction
Orthognathic surgery or corrective jaw surgery involves the surgical manipulation of the elements of the facial skeleton to restore the proper anatomic and functional relationship in patients with dentofacial skeletal anomalies.
Although the surgery is originally performed to improve the jaw function through correction of the gross jaw discrepancy, such as anteroposterior, vertical and/or transverse discrepancies of maxilla and/or mandible, some patients also experience considerable enhancements to their appearance [1] [2] [3] .
Recent trends in facial contouring surgery are to make the size of the face smaller, the contour line of the face smoother and slimmer. The most frequently used facial contour surgeries are performed at the lower part of the face. These operations narrow the bottom part of the face to reshape the facial contour into the ideal oval or egg shape. For correction of the prominent mandible and square contour of the face, in the past, the surgery just resects the mandibular angle. However, mandibular body ostectomy is necessary in addition to resecting the mandible angle so that the width of lower jaw can be narrowed more [4] [5] [6] [7] .
Although orthognathic surgery is primarily indicated whenever the deviation in skeletal relationships becomes severe enough to be functionally handicapping and can not be resolved by dental procedures, it may not achieve ideal facial appearance that correcting the skeletal deformity until a certain ideal occlusal relation was achieved [8] . No less than ideal maxillar-mandibular jaw relation, the attractive and beautiful face has been a major focus in orthognathic surgery patients in Korea and in many other Asian countries. To achieve this, ostectomy of the lower part of mandibular ramus, including the gonial angle portion, is usually included to the mandibular bilateral sagittal split ramus osteotomy (BSSO). Although it is a simple method, this method can result in reduction of the mandibular width, from the frontal view, through the removing the half-thickness of the outer cortex of the mandibular ramus [9, 10] . Nonetheless, in some patients, the resection of the lower part of mandibular ramus may be somewhat lacking in making the slender face. In addition to the resection of the lower part of mandibular ramal portion, a further procedure may be needed to make a small and slim face in orthognathic surgery patients.
In any case of dentofacial deformity, because the perfect intermaxillary relation through correction of the underlying skeletal problem has been the primary goal of the orthognathic surgery, a mandibular body contouring procedure is rarely incorporated into treatment planning in the meantime. To create a slimmer facial contour, we integrated mandibular body contouring to make a slim and delicate jaw line in orthognathic surgery.
Case Report

Patients
Thirty-seven patients who had surgical correction of den- Rigid fixations were used to immobilize the bony segments for both jaws.
Surgical technique
The 2-jaw patients underwent BSSO of the mandible (Fig. 2 ).
There were no complications such as unexpected fracture or severe injury of the mental nerve. All patients reported transient sensory disturbance of the lower lip, which was nearly all recovered by 6 months postoperation. The mean follow-up period was 5.6 months (range, 3∼9 months).
The lower facial contour of all patients significantly improved from both frontal and lateral projection. Slender and smooth jaw line was obtained in all patients. However, in three cases, the patients were not fully satisfied with the unstable postoperative occlusal states (Fig. 3∼6 ).
Discussion
In recent times, the young generation prefers their face to be slender and oval with smooth curves and outlines in Korea and many other Asian countries. Reflecting the current trend in esthetic surgery, facial contouring surgery is being undertaken to make the face appear smaller and [6, [11] [12] [13] . We included this kind of additional esthetic procedure for slim and slender face in orthognathic surgery.
Orthognathic surgery combines orthodontic treatment with surgery of the jaw to establish a stable, functional balance between the teeth, jaws, and facial structures. The goals of maxillofacial surgery are to ensure proper jaw and teeth function and improve facial appearance. In addition, orthognathic surgery accompanied by some additional In conclusion, this study suggests that the face appears more slim and harmonious by reducing lower facial width, via a simple method, often overlooked, that the outer cortical bone mandible ramus and complete cortical bone of inferior portion of the mandibular body are resected in orthognathic surgery.
